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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to Interviews (#20090527,20090826); Appeal (5/1 1/09); Examiner's Amendment (#20090826). 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 and 6-14 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. S Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date 20090527:20090826 . 

7. ^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. James D. Welch #31,216 on 26 August 2009. 

Claims Allowed 

Claims 1 and 6-14 entered 28 November 2007 are allowed. Claims 2-5 and 
15-27 are canceled per Applicant's authorization. 

In the Claims 

Delete claims 1 and 6-14 in their entirety and insert therefore: 
- -Claim 1 . A method of accessing audio formatted content from an information 
provider's website server by one or more user computers to receive professional 
continuing education information comprising the steps of: 

a) accessing the information provider's website sever by one or more user 
computers connected to the server by a computer network, wherein the network 
is the internet; 
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b) selecting by a user audio formatted content organized at the website by 
topical categories, wherein the topical categories are specific to maintaining 
professional currency; 

c) selecting by the user a payment from the group consisting of periodic 
subscription and pay per access event; 

d) accessing the selected audio formatted content from the website server 
by the user computer subsequent to the user selecting from the group consisting 
of: providing proof of paid subscription and making payment, wherein the 
selected audio formatted content is tagged with time information and wherein the 
selected audio formatted content by the user is updated at the website server 
between at least two accesses by the user of the selected audio formatted 
content; and 

e) sending a notice to the website server and/or a licensing body computer 
by the user acknowledgement of audio delivery of the received audio formatted 
content, wherein the notice provides attestation of completion or provides a 
completed questionnaire.- - 

- -Claim 6. The method of claim 1, wherein the audio formatted content 
comprises a journal summary.- - 

- -Claim 7. The method of claim 1, wherein the audio formatted content further 
comprises a live audio presentation.- - 

- -Claim 8. The method of claim 1, wherein the audio formatted content 
comprises selection from the group consisting of: an interview; expert 
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commentary; subscribing-client Hyde-Park; and subscribing-client advertising 
programming.- - 

- -Claim 9. The method of claim 1, wherein the user receives at the user's 
computer supplemental text and/or visually formatted content simultaneously with 
the audio formatted content.- - 

- -Claim 10. The method of claim 1, wherein the website server delivers to the 
user's computer a citation to a source of additional information regarding a 
topic- - 

- -Claim 1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the topical categories are selected 
from the group consisting of: 

law related areas of: patent, trademark, copyright, trade secret, computer, 
internet, unfair competition, high-tech, contract, tort, property, wills & 
trusts, criminal, evidence, constitutional, corporate, taxation, estate 
planning, securities, banking, bankruptcy, accounting, trade regulation, 
commodities, insurance, energy, environment and water, aviation, 
automobile, labor, social security, family, divorce, juvenile, workman's 
compensation, personal injury, product liability, employment practices, 
administrative, educational, mass communications, medical, farm, and 
military; 

science, medical and technology related areas of: astronomy, architecture, 
mathematics/statistics, physics, chemistry, engineering 
(electrical/electronic, nuclear, mechanical, civil, chemical, biological, 
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genomic, construction, transportation, industrial, manufacturing, 
agricultural, computer, energy, environmental), horticulture/forestry, 
geology, food science, nutrition, psychology, zoology, veterinary, medicine 
(anatomy, physiology, bio-chemistry, cardiology, renal, gastro-intestinal, 
pulmonary, pathology, microbiology), pharmacy, nursing, 
Scientology/Dianetics; and 
specific approach to practice tips.- - 

- -Claim 12. The method of Claim 1 , further comprises step f): re-accessing 
previously accessed time tagged audio formatted content by one or more user 
computers.- - 

- -Claim 13. The method of Claim 1 , which further comprises step f): tagging 
audio formatted content with at least one keyword and one or more user 
computers re-accessing previously accessed information based partly 
thereupon.- - 

- -Claim14. The method of Claim 1, which further comprises stepf): recording 
selected audio formatted content in machine readable media by the one or more 
user computers.- - 
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Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The field of invention pertains to electronic commerce and specifically relates 
to distributing audio formatted content to a user that is refreshed based on the 
user's accessing activities. 

Regarding claim 1. A user accesses an information provider's website, makes 
a content selection from topical categories and makes payment or provides proof 
or payment. The user receives the audio formatted content and completes a 
notice of completion that is received by either the information service provider or 
a licensing body. Neither the previously cited prior art nor closest prior art noted 
below alone or in combination with other prior art teach and suggest the 
combinations of methods as claimed: d) accessing the selected audio formatted 
content from the website server by the user computer subsequent to the user 
selecting from the group consisting of: providing proof of paid subscription and 
making payment, wherein the selected audio formatted content is tagged with 
time information and wherein the selected audio formatted content by the user is 
updated at the website server between at least two accesses by the user of the 
selected audio formatted content; and e) sending a notice to the website server 
and/or a licensing body computer by the user acknowledgement of audio delivery 
of the received audio formatted content, wherein the notice provides attestation 
of completion or provides a completed questionnaire. 
Closest US Patent/US Patent Publication Prior Art 
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Darago (Paper #20070528) neither alone nor in combination with other prior 
art teach and suggest the combinations of methods as claimed: d) accessing the 
selected audio formatted content from the website server by the user computer 
subsequent to the user selecting from the group consisting of: providing proof of 
paid subscription and making payment, wherein the selected audio formatted 
content is tagged with time information and wherein the selected audio formatted 
content by the user is updated at the website server between at least two 
accesses by the user of the selected audio formatted content; and e) sending a 
notice to the website server and/or a licensing body computer by the user 
acknowledgement of audio delivery of the received audio formatted content, 
wherein the notice provides attestation of completion or provides a completed 
questionnaire. 

Forward and backward citations of Darago failed to produce closer prior art. 
Closest Non-Patent Literature Prior Art 

Audible.com (Paper #20071029) neither alone nor in combination with other 
prior art teach and suggest the combinations of methods as claimed: d) 
accessing the selected audio formatted content from the website server by the 
user computer subsequent to the user selecting from the group consisting of: 
providing proof of paid subscription and making payment, wherein the selected 
audio formatted content is tagged with time information and wherein the selected 
audio formatted content by the user is updated at the website server between at 
least two accesses by the user of the selected audio formatted content; and e) 
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sending a notice to the website server and/or a licensing body computer by the 
user acknowledgement of audio delivery of the received audio formatted content, 
wherein the notice provides attestation of completion or provides a completed 
questionnaire. 

A Dialog template search update failed to produce closer NPL. 
Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert M. Pond whose telephone number is 
571-272-6760. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

/Robert M. Pond/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 

27 August 2009 



